FAVEESHAM  URBAN  SANITARY 
AUTHORITY. 

Repoet  of  Medical  Officer  of  He.alth,  1895. 

Tlie  report  I have  3iow  to  present  on  the  health 
and  sanitaiy  condition  of  the  Borough  for  the 
pa.st  year  is  not  so  favourable  as  in  1894  as  re- 
gards the  death  rate,  which  is  16.5  per  1,000  of 
estimated  population,  as  against  12.05.  But  it 
will  be  remembered  that  1894  was  an  exception- 
ally, healthy  year,  and  can  hardly  be  taken  as  a 
fair  standard  of  comparison.  La  1893  the  rate 
was  16.3  which  about  represents  our  average  rate. 
The  infantile  death  rate  in  proportion  to-'^  the^' 
number  of  births  is  very  high,  which  is  a most 
unsatisfactory  feature,  and  ought  to  be  suscepti- 
ble of  improvement.  This  is  to  some  degree 
accounted  for  by  a severe  epidemic  of  whooping 
cough  in  the  spring,  which  caused  18  deaths,  all 
in  very  young  children,  and  assisted  by  respira- 
tory complications  due  to  the  very  inclement 
weather  we  then  experienced.  The  opposite  ex- 
treme of  weather,  viz.,  the  extreme  heat  at  some 
parts  of  the  summer  also  added  to  the  deaths  by 
numerous  cases  of  diarrhoea;  though  these  could 
in  many  cases  be  made  less  numerous  by  a fuller 
knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  parents  of  the  proper 
way  of  feeding  very  young  children.  In  calcula- 
ting the^  general  death  rate,  the  deaths  occurring 
in  the  Union  Infirmary  of  persons  really  belonging 
to  the  Borough  cannot  be  taken  into  account,  as 
that  institution  is  situated  in  the  rural  district. 

Taking  the  several  causes  of  death  as  compared 
witli  the  previous  year,  most  shew  a slight 
ri.se,  as  already  mentioned.  None  of  them  call 
for  anv  special  remark,  excepting  those  I have 
specially  commented  upon.  A good  many  deaths 
from  respiratory  diseases  were  registered  at  tiie 
two  extremes  of  life  during  the  unprecedented 
weather  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  but  this  was 
almost  counterbalanced  by  a smaller  number  at 
the  end  of  tlie  year,  the  present  winter  having 
been  so  far  a mild  one. 

In  the  spring  we  were  visited  by  a short  but 
sharp  epidemic  of  influenza  aand  again  at  the  end 
of  the  year  we  are  not  quite  free  from  cases ; but 
there  is  nothing  that  can  be  dignified  by  the 
name  of  an  epidemic,  and  the  type  of  the  disease 
is  becoming  more  favourable.  Seven  deaths  were 
registered  during  the  year  as  being  due  to  this 
cause. 

The  close  of  the  year  found  measles  of  rather 
severe  type  invading  the  district. 

As  regards  the  notifiable  diseases  a very  great 
improvement  has  been  manifested,  only  125  cases 
being  reported  as  against  282,  a diminution  of 
more  than  half,  which  is  a great  testimony  to  the 
advantage  of  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Onlj^  38 
cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified,  compared  with 
183.  Twenty-five  of  these  were  removed  to  the 
hospital,  and  no  doubt  this  systematic  isolation 
has  prevented  any  outbreak  of  large  dimensions. 
The  number  of  cases  of  erysipelas  is  only  19  in- 
stead of  29  previously.  I wish  I could  report 
a like  diminution  in  diphtheria.  It  certainly  has 
not  increased  (48  against  52),  but  if  it  could  be 
diagnosed  and  iso'lated  on  the  same  scale  as  scarlet 
fever  we  might  hope  to  get  it  down  to  a lower 
figure.  The  number  of  deaths  from  these  diseases 
is  small ; only  one  from  scarlet  fever  and  five 
from  diphtheria. 

No  cases  of  small-pox  have  been  reported. 

The  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Isolation 
Hospital  is  again  good.  It  has  been  open  the 
whole  year,  and  has  received  25  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  and  8 of  tiqilioid.  One  case  of  measles, 
occurring  in  a common  lodging  house,  was  re- 
moved there.  All  these  cases  were  treated  with- 
out a death,  so  that  the  good  record  of  the  hos- 
pital is  still  maintained.  The  parents  of  children 
attacked  with  infectious  disease  are  now  fully 
aware  of  the  advantages  both  to  themselves  and 
the  patients  of  a prompt  removal  to  the  hospital, 
and  there  has  not  been  anj'  diflSculty  in  obtaining 
their  consent  to  such  measures  in  cases  where  they 
might  become  a danger  to  others  by  remaining  at 
home. 

The  w'ater  supply  of  the  Borough  is  from  deep 
wells  in  the  chalk,  a little  distance  from  the  town. 

It  has  been  good  in  quantity  and  quality  through- 
out the  year.  In  one  case  of  a suspicious  well, 
a sample  was  sent  for  analysis,  but  the  result  did 
not  justify  the  closure  of  it. 

The  landing  of  manure  from  barges  at  wharves 
right  in  the  town,  and  its  cartage  through  the 
streets  has  always  been  a troublesome  question 
to  deal  with.  It  has  certainly  been  the  cause  of 
a nuisance,  and  in  some  cases  of  illness,  when  care- 
lessly managed.  The  Authority  has  always  been 
anxious  to  minimise  the  evil  effects  without  going 
so  far  as  to  prohibit  what  is  at  some  seasons  of 
the  year  a regular  part  of  the  trade  of  the 
Borough.  To  put  the  matter  on  a better  footing 
a,  conference  of  all  persons  interested  in  the  ques- 
tion was  held  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  There 
was  a representative  attendance  and  on  both  sides 
arrangements  were  come  to,  which  it  is  hoped, 
together  with  a strict  application  of  the  Byelaw'S, 
wfil  prevent  any  such  nuisance  as  has  formerly 
happened.  As  a Sanitary  Authority  it  is  our 
duty  to  control  this  and  prevent  any  damage  to 
the  health  of  the  inliabitants,  so  we  trust  the 
measures  so  taken  will  be  sufficient  to  deal  with 
the  question. 


Another  problem  of  an  allied  character  has  been 
the  ventilation  of  the  deep  sewer  running  through 
the  town.  When  the  tide  is  up  the  outfall  in 
the  Creek  is  blocked  and  the  circulation  of  air 
in  the  sewer  is  impeded.  The  ventilating  man- 
holes opening  at  the  level  of  the  street  are  then  a 
source  of  nuisance,  which  is  only  increased  in 
some  parts  if  any  of  them  are  accidentally  or  in- 
tentionally blocked  up.  The  sewers  were  regu- 
larly flushed,  but  this  not  being  sufficient  some 
sewer  gas  destructors  have  been  placed  in  the 
higher  portions.  The  question  is  still  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Authority,  and  further 
measures  will  be  taken  if  these  should  prove  in- 
adequate to  remedy  the  evil.  The  more  open- 
ings there  are  in  the  sewer,  and  the  freer  tliese 
are  kept,  the  less  will  be  the  intensity  of  the 
fumes  which  may  arise. 

The  slaughterhouses,  dairies,  bakehouses,  and 
workshops  have  been  regularly  inspected  through- 
out the  year,  and  faults  remedied  as  they  have 
arisen.  They  are  in  good  order.  Greater  care 
is  needed  in  some  of  the  slaughterhouses  in  the 
matter  of  removal  of  manure  and  offal,  which  soon 
become  offensive,  especially  in  hot  weather. 

CHARLES  J.  EVERS,  M.D. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

January,  1896. 
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